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One World. One Internet.
Coordinating with partners, we help make the 

Internet work.
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Our Technical Partners
Coordinating with our technical partners, we help make the 

Internet work.
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Our Other Partners
We all work together in different ways to help make the Internet 

work.

Anti-
Phishing
Working
Group

Organization
for Economic

Co-operation and
Development

United Nations 
Educational, 
Scientific and 

Cultural 
Organization

Messaging,
Malware and
Mobile Anti-

Abuse Working
Group Internet

Governance
Forum

The Internet
Society

Internet
Corporation
for Assigned
Names and
Numbers

DiploFoundation

World
Intellectual
Property

Organization

International
Organisation of

La
Francophonie

Regional
Internet

Governance
Forums

African 
Telecommunication 
Union 

United 
Nations 

Economic 
and Social 

Commission 
of Western 

Asia

Inter-American 
Telecommunicatio

n Commission

European 
Conference 

of Postal 
and Telecommunications 

Administrations



A Secure and Inclusive Internet ICANN’s role in Internet Governance 6

ICANN Ecosystem

Community

ICANN Org

Board



A Secure and Inclusive Internet ICANN’s role in Internet Governance 7

ICANN’s Mission
ICANN’s mission is to ensure the stable and secure operation of the Internet’s 

unique identifier systems

1

3

5

2

4

Coordinates the allocation 
and assignment of names 
in the root zone of the 
Domain Name System.

Facilitates the coordination 
of the operation and 
evolution of the DNS root 
name server system.

Collaborates with other bodies as appropriate to provide registries 
needed for the functioning of the Internet as specified by Internet 
protocol standards development organizations.

Coordinates the development 
and implementation of policies 
concerning the registration of 
second-level domain names in 
generic top-level domains (gTLDs).

Coordinates the allocation and 
assignment at the top-most level 
of Internet Protocol numbers and 
Autonomous System numbers.
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ICANN’s Commitments and Core Values
In performing its mission, ICANN respects its established 

commitments and core values:

Preserving and 
enhancing stability, 
security, resiliency, 
and openness of the 
DNS and the Internet.

Employing open, 
transparent and 

bottom-up, 
multistakeholder policy 

development 
processes that are led 
by the private sector.

Operating with 
efficiency and 

excellence, in a 
fiscally responsible 
and accountable 

manner.

1 2 3
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What is Internet Governance?

“Internet governance is the development and 
application by Governments, the private sector 
and civil society, in their respective roles, of 
shared principles, norms, rules, decision-
making procedures, and programs that shape 
the evolution and use of the Internet.”

Source: United Nations, Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG), Château de Bossey, “Report 
of the Working Group on Internet Governance,” https://www.wgig.org/docs/WGIGREPORT.pdf, pp. 4.

https://www.wgig.org/docs/WGIGREPORT.pdf
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Internet Governance vs Technical IG

● Policy issues
● Management of critical 

Internet resources
● Maintaining online security 

and safety
● Use of the Internet

Technical Internet 
Governance

● Policy development
● Technical development of 

open standards and 
software protocols

● Coordination of Internet 
unique identifiers

● Development of security 
protocols

Internet Governance
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Multistakeholder Model & the Evolution of the Internet

Multistakeholder model = foundation for an open, secure, and interoperable 
Internet

Internet is unique
• shared, 

for everyone, 
benefits 
everyone

Multistakeholder 
approach to 
governance

No single 
government or 
organization 
should control 
the Internet
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ICANN’s Role and the Multistakeholder Model

Learn more at https://www.icann.org/community

ICANN follows a bottom-up, multistakeholder model in which individuals, non-
commercial organizations, industry, and governments play important roles in its 
community-based, consensus-driven, policymaking approach.
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The Internet Works

The Internet has never 
failed in 4+ decades.

Don’t take the 
Internet for granted.

The global need for a 
single, interoperable 

Internet.

The Internet should 
not be used as a 

political tool.

The multistakeholder 
model is strong, effective, 
and represents all users.
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The Next Billion Users

Internet has 
transformed and 

changed our lives.

Internet was the lifeline to 
connect with each other 

during the pandemic.

>2 billion people remain 
unconnected today.

ICANN is working 
towards a more 

inclusive and 
multilingual Internet.
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Engage with ICANN


